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ABSTRACT
The@complishments of -education research are many,

and they are leaving an indelible imprint on the shape and character
of American .education. The role of the federal government in
education is one of leaderShip and financial and technical assistance
to the states or to individual school,distriCts or higher education,
institutions. The birth of federal support to education research
occured in 1862 when Congress"passedmthe Morrill Act. Another jump in
education 'research took pl4ce in 191piiith the PaSsaqe of the
Smith-HuTheS Act for vocational education:n4n 195,4 the Comparative
Research, Act was a major turning point'for e'ducational research and
development. It was followed by the Nationalpeferise Education Act in
1958. Alumber of other acts passed by, Congress have also led to
noticeable improvements in American ediMatAbn including the Higher
Educat. n Act of-1965 and the Elementary and Secondary Education Act

Many rZcentli developed forms of educational technology are
nbw being wide=ly employed in instructional programs because of
federal education policy. Education research- is in its infanCy in the
United.operat4s in a complex social' jarena. Its

are re difficult, to measurend evaluate because it'is'a
social,tclence. (RC)
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EDUCATION RESEARCH AND GOVERNMENT POLICY

T. H. BELL

U,S. CommisgIONER,OF EDUCATION
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U3 DEPARTMENT OF HEALile.

EDUCATIbMa WELFARE
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

EDUCATION

THIS 00CUMENT
HAS BEEN REPRO-DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROMTHE PERSON OR'ORGANIZATtONORIGIN.

A TiNG
STATE PoPOINTS OF VIE4OR OPINIONSP DO NOT NECESSARILY

RERRESENT OFFICIAL
NATIONAL INSTi TOTE OFE OUCA TON POSITION

ORPOLICY

IT IS AN HONOR AND A PLEASUREITO BE ABLE.TO EXPRESS MY VIEWS ON THE

RELATIONSHIP_BETWEEN EDUCATION.RESEARCH_AND_GWERNMENTPOLICY__BEPORE
.

SUCH ATDISTINGWSHED AUDIENEE,AND PANEL, I LOOK FORWARD WITH GREAT,

.INTEREST TO HEARING MINISTER YADLINS VIEWS AND'10 THE DIALOGUE, HAT

.4 .
,

. q.'
'.1T WOULD BE DIF6CULT, IF 110T IMPOSSIBLE, TO DISCUSS EDUCATION',

1ESEARCH AND , POLICY IN THIS COUNTRY ,WITHOUT AN UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECI-

.,_DINT-HE PLURALISM-OPli- RICAN SOCIETY IN GENERAL, AND6,OF AMERICAN

.., .,... .....,. , i
,

a ,

EDUCATION IN PARTICULAR, ,

THI,a, JF I WERE TO SAY THEREdS A \'ERY IRREGULAR AND IMPERFECT RELATION-:

SHIP-BETWEEN EDUCATION RESEARCHAND.GOVERNMENT.POLICY FORMATI9N,%AND THAT

WILL FOLLOW,

THERE IS REALLY NO GREAT BODY OF KNOWLEDGE ABOUT EDUCATION CRYING TO BE

TRANSLATED INTO POLICY, 4 MIGHT WELL BE MISUNDERSTOOD BY OUR OVERSEAS

yISITORS: .1 BELIEVE THAT IT WOULD BE A SOMEWHAT FAIR STATEMENT,,BUT.AT

THE SAME TIME THE FACT IS THAT THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS4OF EDUCATION RESEARCH

ARE ("ZANY, AND THEY ARE LEAVING AN INDELIBLE IMPRINT ONr7HE SHAPE AND

CHARACTER OF AMERICAN EDUCATION,

4

PREPARD,FOR A DrSCOSSION ON EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH POLICY: A UNITED
STATES-ISRAEL EXCHANGE; UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
AND CENTER FOR POLICY STUDY, APRIL 5, 19/6,'2:00 P.M, CST (5:0P,M,"EST). °
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LET ME TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO DESCR IBE SOME OF' THE FACTORS THAT MUST '

"
BE CONSIDERED BEFORE DEC J S I ONS ARE ARRIVED AT BY THIS NATION'S EDUCATION

- ,

,..
t ,

ADOLICYMAKTS AND BEFORE ADMINISTRATORS BEGIN TO PUT THOSE DECISIONS INTO

ACT ION . WE DO NOT HAVE THE CENTRALIZED NATIONAL MI NI STRY 'OF:EDUCATION -

t-.
'', ....

THAT '''I S FOUL IN MOST WESTERN NAT IONS.-- THE POWER TO INSTALL CURRICULUMS, .' el
. .

10 SET STANDARDS OF TEACHER COMPETENCE, AND .5`C? ON, RESIDES WI TH THE
,... \
'GOVERNMENT OF EACH STATE, NOT WI TH:THE FEDtkAL GOVERNMENT, THE ROLE OF

, . , . . ,.
,

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN EDUCATON I S. ONE OF 'LEADERSHIP AND FINANCIAL .

AND TECHNICAL ASS I STANCE *TO THE STATES OR TO I ND I V IDUAL° SCHOOL DIATRI CT'S

. , , .

OR H IGHER-,4QUCAT.i16N INSTITUTIONS
, ........, . ,

'' "AT TI'1E -FEEIERAL LIVEL A NUMBER OF FACTORS MUST BE CONSIDERED WHEN WE
.

THINK- OF EDUCATION LEGI SLAT ION AND -ITS IMPLEMENTATION BOTH HOUSES OF

CONGRESS HAVE' A COMMITTEE ON EDUCAT ION . THE WHITEHOUSE, OR EXECUTIVEVE

'OFF ICE, sH.AS ITS OWN VI EWS, ON FEDERAL EDUCATION LEG I SLAT ION, AND I T IS

TO THE WHITE HOUSE THAT MY. OFF ICE I S 'R ESPONS I BLE ALTHOUGH' AS.

COMMISSIONERaI ALSO MAINTAIN A CLOSE WORK I NG kELAT I ONSH I P -WITH THE LEG I

rLAT I VE 4BRANCH ,OF OUR GOVERNMENT

.1 N WASHINGTON WE ALSO MUST ACKNOWLEDGE .T HE' POWER OF VARIOUS

ASSOCIATIONS AND :ORGAN.I ZAT IONS. REPRESENT I NG 'SUCH I NTEVEST GROUPS AS

/ I;
TEACHERS, SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS, COLLEGES AND UNIVERSIT7EB, PARENTS,'

;

AND OTHER' CONSf ITUE, NC FES WITH jA LEG MATE VOICE WHO SHOULD BE INFORMED

AND CON St_TED'. ,

,.

'S0, FROM A FEDER41,.. PERSPECTIVE, EVEN IF THERE IS RESEARCH LIDENCE
4 9

"THAT FAVORS A CERTAIN POLICY, IT DOES NOT FOLLOW THAT 'THIS POLICY

BE ADOPTED. RESEARCH I S, ONLY ONE FACTOR I N THE MAKING OF EDUCATION

POLICY

O
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IT IS IN OUR STATE GOVERNMENTS; HOWEVER, THAT THE GREAT DIFFERENTIATION

BETWEEN A CENTRALIZE) AND A LOCALIZED RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SCHOOLS IS MOST

:APPARENT. ,,, -:.
.

.
,

t
. e ,

,

v A , .

.
OUR.JTATES EMBRACE SOME 16)00Q LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS. EACH DISTRICT

,
. a

-HAS ITS OWNSCHOOET-BEORD, WHICH SETS jp6LICAL-AIAO IS REFLECTIVE OF -LOCAL

4

OPINION-. EACH BOARD HAS ITSOWNADMINCSTRATIVE STAFF AND HIRES ITS OWN
s.

4

TEACHERS AND.OTHERTDUCATION SPECIALISTS.

APPROXIMATELY 90 PERCENT OF THE MONEY FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS RAISED BY :

STATE AW LOCAL JURISDICTIONS, MOSTLY THROUGH TAXES BUT OFTEN TH:b9MH'BOND

ISSUES. WHEN EDUCATION RESEARCH FINDINGS BECOME AVAILABLE, THEY NEED

TO-BE DISSEMINATED TO THE .STATES AND ACAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN ,THE HOPE

THEY WILL BE ADOPTEDWHENfFEKSIBLE.- NT MAY 'BE EDUCATIONALLY EXCELLENT

fOR,CHLCAGO,,OR A SECTION OF .CHICAGO, MAY NOT APPLY TO SCHOOLS IN OTHER

PARTS OF THIS STATE OF ILLINOIS, DR TO SCHOOLS IN THE STATE OF MAINE, OR
,

ALONG OUR GULF COAST,

AGAINST THIS BROAD BACKDROP, I WANT NOW TO TOUCH UPON THE GROWTH OF

THE FEDERAL.ROLE,IN EDUCATION AND OF FEDERAL SUPPORT.OF EDUCATION RESEARCH

AND DEVELOPMENT.

n e

St 4-
THE U.S. OFFICE-0F EDUCATION WAS' CREATED IN 1867 WITH A MANDATE TO

,

OOLLECT."SUCH STATISTICS AND-FACTS-AS SHALL SHOW THE CONDITION AND
. 0

PROGRESS fi,EDUCATION IN THt SEVERAL STATES AND THE TtRRITORIES,If'TO'

DI FUSE "'INFORMATION RESPECTING THE ORGANIZATION POHANAGEMENT OF SCHOOL

*

TEAS . AND OTHERWISE PROMOTE THE CAUSE OF EDUCATION THROUGHOUT THE

COUNTRY'."-'

4k
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UNDER'THIS,AUTHORkTY, THE U.S. COMMISSIONER, OF EDUCATION HAS SUPPORTED

THOUSANDS OF DATA COLLECTION ACTIV 'ES. PERHAPS THE, BEST KNOWN RECENT

SURVEY IS THAT AND I THINK ARE JUSTIFIED IN CALLING IT A MAJOR

rI'/
RESEARCH4PROJECT CONDUCTED BY VR.,JAMESCOLEMAN, FROM WHOM WE HEARD

THIS MORNING

'HOWEVER,,THE BIRTH OF FEDERAL SUPPORT TO EDUCATION RESEARCH REALLY

OCCURRED 'IN 1862, WAEWtONGRESS PASSED THE FIRST moRRILL ACT. THIS ACT

GAVE HUGE TRACV, OF FEDERALLY OWNED LAND TO EACH- STATE. FUNDS FROM THE

SALE OF THE LAND WERE,TO BE INVESTED, AND THE PROCEEDiOF THE INVESTMENTS

WERE TO BE USED TO NDOW COLLEGE INSTRUCTION IN AGRICULTURE,

AND MILITARY TACT CS. .THE CIVIL WAR, THEN_UNDER WAY, --WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR

THEMIlr,ITARY TACTICS REQUIREMENT.

TIiiE IMPO ANCE OF THE MORRLL ACT IS, THAT IT RECOGNIZED THAT T E

NATION NEED MANPOWER TRAINED IN THE AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL ARTS

AT THE CO EGE LEVEL, THERE IS NO DOUBT IN MY MIND THAT THIS ACT, IN

MAKING FINDS AVAILABLE FOR RESEARCH ANi TRAINING IN AGRICULTURE,

...,i.IRRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE FOR. HE UNITED-STATES!..BEING SECOND TO NON; TODAY
.

IN ITS AGRICULTURAL KNOW-HOW AND PRODUCTION AND IN ITS,ABILITY T

-TRANSLATE AGRICULTURARESEARCH RESULTS INTO UNDERSTANDABLE LAN

AND DISSEMINATE IT TO THE FARMER.

UAGE.

THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE HEVELOPED A NETWO OF

AGENTS ONE IN EACH COUNTY OF THE NATION --'TO KEEP FARMERS INFORMED

OF THE LATEST RESEARCH FINDINGS IR:AGRICULTURE. THE POSSIBI ITY OF A

COMPARABLE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION AGENTS, TO SERVE LOCAL SCHOO SYSTEMS,'

IS NOW BEING EXPLORED BY THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION, A SISTER

AGENCY OF THE U.S. OFFICE OF EDUCATION.

5
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ANOTHER JUMP: IN EDUCAT ION RESEARCH IN THIS NATION TOOK PLACE IN 191/ ,

WHEN CONGRESS PASSED THE SMITH HUGHES ACT, IT AUTHORIZED FEDERAL GRANTS

TO THE STATES FQR VOCAT IONAL EDUCATION I N AGR I CULTUR \HOME ECONOMICS,
,

AND VARIOUS MECHAN ICAL_ TRADE I N THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, THIS LEG1 SLAT ION,

Akin VOCATIONAL f DUCAT 10Is LE GI SUAT:i0N, - CHANNELLED UBSTANT I AL

RESEARCH MONIES INTO VOCATIONAL EDUCATION, AS A RESULT, CURR IC LUIS I N

SUCH !VERSE AREAS AS CONCRETE : rECHNOLoGY AND OCEANOGRAPHY, AS WELL AS

IN THE MORE 11R AD I T LORAL HOME EC 0 NOM I C `, AND MECHANICAL TRADES, HAVE 8E.111

Dr/LIPPED ANT) REFINED . VocATrow., coilri.;c1 LNG HAS REACHED NEW LEVELS -OF

EFFECIVENES', 1N PING YOUNG MEN-AND WOMEN DECIDE ON THEIR OCCUPATIONAL

FUTURE.

I

THE YEAR ;;;r4AW A MA,OR TURNING POINT.FOR EDUCATION RES AND

DEVELOPMENT IN THE UNITEDS1 AS °WHEN CONGRESS PASSED THE COOPERATIVE

RESEARCH ACT, THIS. LANDMARK ACT ENABLE S. Cowl SS ION

EDUCATION TO ENTER INTO FINANCIAL 0.GREEMENTS WITH C
\

EGES, pNI RSITIES.

AND STATE EDULATIN AGENCIES FOR RESEARCH, SURVEYS, DEMONSTRATIONS,

I N 1958, I N THE NAT 101\IAL DEFENSE- [DUCAT ION ACT, CO RE SS AUTHOR I ZED.

THE NATIONAL SC I ENC E FOUNDATION IQ StRPORT ACTIVITIES D -SIGNED TO IMPROVE

(
MATHEMATICS S AND SCIENCE. INSTRUCT ION IN' THE flAT I =ON S ELEMENTARY AND

A

SECONDARY SCHOOLS

THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION, WHOSE PURPOSE I S TO STREN HEN

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION I N THE SCIENCES, HAD DISCOVERED THAT MATHEMATICS

AND SCIENCE TEXTBOOKS WER&E, I N GENERAL, BADLY OUTDATED AS A RESULT OF THE

EXPOS I VE GROWTH OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE DURING AND FOLLOWING WORLD WAR

I I

6
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FEDERAL POLICY INDICATED THAT IMPROVEMENT IN MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE-.

_,INSTRUCTION SHOOLD BEGIN IN THE HIGH SCHOOL, THE FIRST LEVEL OF EDUCATION

AT WHICH'THE SEVERAL SCIENCES ARE TYPICALLY TAUGHT'AS DISCRETE SUBJECTS.

THE NATIONAL DEFENSE DUCATION ACT ALSO AUTHORIZED THETAMISSIONER

OF-EDLICATIONTO CONDUCT RESEARCH- th-FOREIGN -LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION.

UNDER THE COOPERATIVE .RESEARCH ACT HUNDREDS OF 'RESEARCH PROJECTS

HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED; THEY HAVE RESULTED SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENTS IN

EDUCATION IN SUCH-DIVERSE AREASAS,FOREIGN LANGUAGES, ENGLISH, AND THE
e ,

SOCIAL SCIENCES. RECENT RESEARCH ADVANCES 61L-S0 ARE HELPING THE'HANDICAPPED

ENTER THE MAINSTREAM' Or EDUCAIONr ^, SOME- EXAMPLES:

...CURRICULUM PACKAGES TO tCH THE 'MENTALLY HANDICAPPED HAVE

BEEN DESIGNED, TESTED, AND DISSEMINATED.

..THE KURZWEIL READING MACHINE ENALES A-BLIND PERSON' TO SUBMIT
,

ANY PAGE OF PRINT TO.A COMPUTER /CAMERA WHICH TURNS IT°INTO SPEECH. THE

FIRST SUCH MACHINE HAS BEEN EVALUATED, AND 1'4 MORE AIDE ON ORDER AT AN

INITIAL COSY--OF$25,000 EACU.

.,.AWTHER MACHINE', NOW ON SALE FOR LESS'THAN $3,000, ENABLES s!)

BLIND PERSON TO "READ" PRINTINOLUDING COMPUTER' CARDS.;, No BIGGER

THAN A PORTABLE TAPE RECORDE tNTO' SOMEING LIKE

TYPE, WHICH CAN BE FELT AND READ BY THE BLIND.

..."CLOSED CAPTION" FILMS, NOW IN THE DEMONSTRATION'PHASE, BEAR

CAPTIONS THAT THEDEAF CAN,SEE WITH A SPECIAL DECODING DEVICE, FEW

OF THE MILLIONS OF PERSONS WHO HAVE BEENV1ATCHING THE ''ADAMS

CHRONICLES" ON AMERICAN TV ARE AWARE THATTHE SERIES CONTAINS

RUNNING CAPTIONS THAT CANNOT BE SEEN WITHOUT:SUCH A ,DECODER0

-7)
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A NUMBER OF 0 tHER ALTS PASSED 131"'CONGRESSCONTAFN SPECIFIC "RESEARCH,

DEVELOPMENT, AND SSEMI TION" PROVISIONS THAT HAVE LEDN NOTICEABLE
t

IMPROVEMENTS IN ERICAN EDUCATION.
4

INiTHE HIGH R EDUC ION 'ACT OF 1965 THE., OQ Y4I SSIONER OF BolucAtc*

WAS AUTHORIZED 0 SUPPO T RESEARCH, DEMONSTRATI OiAND PISSEMINATION

IMPROVEMENT OF LIBRARIES:AD THE DEVELOPMENTPROJECTS R LAT G TO TH

OF LIBRAR ANS'. THE IMP OVEMENTS IN LIBRARY TECHNOLOGY AND THE'ARTOF

LIBRARIA SHIP HAVE BEE. FAR-REACHING.
, . .

TH EL ENTARY A SECONDARY EDUCATION :ACT OF :1965 AMENDED THE.

COOP"LTIVE'RESEARCR T,, MAKINGIT,POSI,Bl_E, FOR THE U.S. OFF ICE OF

EDUCATION TO FINANCE UCATION RESEARCKAND
A
DEVELOP MENT LABORATORIES

AND 'ENTERS ACROSS TH NATION, rEDiRAL-PUNDS WERE ALSO MADE 4WAI 6

TRA N RESEARCHERS.

ONE-OF-THE:GREAT' SHIFT

,
,,

10 ELEMENTARY AND a QNDARYI SCHOOLS HAS BEEN. THE GROWTH OF SELF-DIRECTED

. LEARNING AND MOTIVAT ON OF TUDENTS. STUDENTS, INDIVIDUALLY OR ...IN qmALL
p ..,

GROUPS, PLAN AND, ONDUT IR OWN LEARNING TASKS. SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL

MATERIALS HELP 11-1-1 M MAgTE 1-1-1EIR TASKS WITH MINIMUM 'TEACHER DIRECTION.

IN TEACHING METHODOLOGY,IN RECENT DECADES(

li9ENORK OF THEESEARCH BORATORiES AND CENTERS HAS PLAYED A MAJOR ROLE

IN THIS.DEVEL0i*ENT.

A
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NNY'BICENTLY7DEVELOPED,VORMS OF EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY HAVEBEEN'

WIDELY EMPLOYEDJONSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS: EDUCATIONAL TV, AuDidwEs,

FILM STRJPOROGRAMME0 INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS, LANGUAGEA.ABORMiRIES,
. .,

DIAL-ACCESS SYSI-EAS'AND 4iCRO FICHE. WIPUTER-AIDED INSTRbCTION IN

BASIC SKILLS HAS SHOWN GREAT PROMISE, THOUGHzITS,COSTS HO,EDELAYLO

WIDESPREAD ADOPTION. COMPUTER MANAGEMENT OF INSTROCTION'HAS-BV9REt
.

EXTENSIVELY EMPLOYED,-PARTJCULARLY,IN'SCHOOL RECORD SYSTEMS, IN

AND IN PLANNINGAND MONITORING,INSTRUCTION IN INDIVIDUALIZED

SYSTEMSe-

'I CAN FORESEE IN THE NEXT -QUARTER OF A CENTURY THE DEVELOPMENT OF

THREE-DIMENSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY, ILLUSTRAtiONSA'MOVIES, AND TELEVISION;

SIMPLE ,;- INEXPENSIVE-VIDEO-RECORDING AND PLAYING ANDHOME EDUCATION

VIA VIDEO.ANip COMPUTERIZED,AND-PROGRAMMT LEARNING. -I CAN ALSO SEE THE

. o

CriEkTIO14 OF ?CHEMICAL AND,MECHANICALBETHODS
,

FOR'IMPROVINGMEMORY,
:,

'l-

NLEARNING):,ANDANALYTIC ABILITY.

THE MOSrPERVASIVE,USES OP THE NEW EDUCATIONAL' TECHNOLOGIES IN

EDUCATION CONTRIBOTETiriNDIV-IDUAULZING INSTRUCTION'PrEOSTER.ING SELF-
*. ,T . ,

MANAGED LEARNING AND BY'QPFERING ALTERNATIVE VISUAL,AND AUDITORY
.. ' .

CHANNELS THAT SUPPLEMENT TEACHRIDIRECtED INSTRUCT16Ne

INNOVATIONS IN EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGARE:MOStAPT TO'BOOME
4

_7

WIDELY USED IF TODAY'S SCHOOL-SYSTEMSAESOPPLEMENTED OR REPLACED

BY EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES OUTSIDE FORMAL SCHOOLS, PERHAPS AS 61UT-.

GROWTHS OF GRE4ER.STUDENTOR PARENTAL CONTROL OF THE EDUCATIONAL

PROCESS, ;FEDERALEDUCATiON POLICY WILL CERTAINLY REFLECT THESE

D RECTIONS WHICH MERE BROUGHT ABOUT THROUGH EXTENSIVE RESEARCI-jI

,$

9 F
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fDERHAATHE BEST KNOWN RESEARCH PRODUCT TO BE DEVELOPED WITH.OFFIlipE
o

OF ,EDUCATION SORPORT iS.S.EWOIREET, THE EDUCATIONAL TV PROGRAM THAT

REACHES_ ORS OF PRESCHOOLERS: DAILY. BECAUSE OF THE SUCCESS OF

SESAME Sii7EET4E HAVE STIMULATED AND - SUPPORTED MORE ORGANIZATIONS LIKE

THE CHILDREN'S TELEVISION WORKSHOP, THE DEVELOPER OF sEsAnL sYREET.

EXCELLENT PROGRAMS- HAVE BEEN PRODUCED FOR COMMERCIAL AND PUBLIC'4VICE

TV'THAT CARRY EDUCATIONAL MESSAGES FOR BILINGUAL AUDIENCES. OTHER
o

PROGRAMS ARE TARGETED AT YOUNG ADULTS, INFORMING'THEM HOW TO BE MORE

EFFECTIVE PARENTS.
o

THE NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS, CARRIED OUT BY THE

EDUCATION 'COMMISSION OF THE STATES, IS A MAdOR.,RESEARCH UNDERTAKING

SUPPORTED BY THE OFFICE OF EDUCATION. 'THIS 'PROJECT MEASURES THE ATTAINMENTS

OF AMERICA'S POPULATION IN SUCH AREAS AS SCIENCE, CAZENSHIP, WRITING,

READING, MATHEMATICS, AND 'MUSIC. THE GOAL OF THE OFFICE OF EDUCATION

.IN FUNDING THIS PROJECT IS TO PROVIDE INFORMATION USEFUL TO,EDUCATION

DECISIONMAKERS ANDTRACTITIONERS IN IDENTIFYING PROBLEMS, SETTING

PRIORITIES, AND ASSESSING PROGRESS.

THE OFFICE OF EDUCATION RECENTLY BEGAN "PACKAGING" THE BEST COMPEN

SATORY CATION PROGRAMS IT HAS BEENABLE TO,UNCOVER-AND VALIDATE THROUGH

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT. COMPENSATORY EDUCATION IS EDUCAtIONDESiGNED TO ''

BRING FINANCIALLY ANT) EDUCATIONALLY DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN UP TO THE

'PERFORMANCE LEVEL OF MORE FORTUNATE CHILDREN OF THE SAME THE

VALIDATED PROGRAMS ARE BEING, CONVERTED INTO SOPHISTICATED CURRICULUM

GUIDE PACKAGES AND DISSEMINATED TO SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.

10



IN 1972 CONGRESS CREATED THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE '.OF EDUCATION AS* AN

AGENCY PARALLEL TOxTHE U.S,. OFFICE OF EDUCATION WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT

' OF HEALTH, EDUCATIO, AND.YELFARE. RESEARCH FUNCTIONS PREVIOUSLY
L

ADMINISTERED BY THE OFFICE OF EDUCATION WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE NATIONAL

INSTITLITE AND T)US GIVEN A E PIRO NENT.NAT1ONAL FOCUS.'

0 AMONG MANY OTHER ACTIVITIES, 'THENATIONAL INSTITUTE IS ADMINISTERING

A THREE-YEAR, $1-MILLION STUDY OF cOMPENSATORY:EDUCATION. RESbLTS OF

THE STUDY, NOW%IN, ITS FIRST YEAR, WILLJELP CONGRESS DECIDE ON THE FUTURE

OF THE COMPENSATORY EDUCATION PART OF THE ELEMENTA Y AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

ACT, WHICH EXPIRES IN 1977. ANOTHER STUDY, OF VIOL CE SIN JHE SCHOOLS, IS

JUST GETTING,UNDER WAY. SOME 600 SCHOOL DISTRICTS AR INVOLVED IN THE

,P I 4

STUDY, .,4F WHI9H THE ULTIMATE PURPOSE IS TO PREVENT SUC CRIME.,

I tpt HAVE PAINTED A PRAGMATIC PICTUR EDUCAT ON RESEARCH FN '

THIS COUNTRY. AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO NATIONAL EDUCATIO -$.:LJCY. EDUCATION
6_4

RESEARCH, AS WE USE THE TERM TODAY, IS 1N ITS INFANCY IN THE UNITED 1.%

STAES AND OPERATES IN A COMPLEX SOCIAL ARENA, ITS ACCOMPLISHMENTS ARE

DIFFICULT TO MEASURE AND EVALUATE BECAUSE IT IS A SOCIAL,SCIENCE, THAT

IS, IT DOES"NOT LEND ITSELF TO THE SCIENTIFIC PROOFS THAT WE COMMONLY

DEMAND D THE PHYSICAL WORLD, IT DOES NOT SEE THE KINDS OF SPECIFIC

BREAKTHROUGHS MAT OCCUR WHEN MEDICAL SCIENCE DISCOVERS A NEW VACCINE OR

SPACE SCIENTISTS DEVELOP Pt NEW METHOD OF PROPULSION. NEVERTHELESS, WE

CAN BE PROUD OF THE SUCCESSES OF OUR EDUCkThON'RESEARCH, AND I LOOK

FORWARD WIT CONFIDENCE TO FURTHER SIGNIFICANT BREAKTHROUGHS AND ADVANCES

IN AMERICAN EDUCATION BECAUSE OF IT.

0


